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The James Morris Library Building 

The James Morris Museum and the Aline Brothier 

Morris Reading Room, and their contents, on the main 

floor of the extension to the Morris Community Hall, 

are a gift to the Town of Morris by the Aline Brothier 

Morris Fund. The underlying thought which prompted 

this gift was that the inspiration created by the work of 

James Morris in his time, and by that of Aline Brothier 

Morris in her time, each tending to better citizenship by 

means of education throughout our nation, might well 

be perpetuated in this Town with its educational 

background. It was here that the Morris Academy, the 

first coeducational institution of higher learning in the 

United States was established, with students in 

attendance from almost every part of the country. 

The Academy building was erected in 1803 by the 

people of the Ecclesiastical Society of South Farms, as 

the community was then known, in order to promote the 

efforts of James Morris in the field of education in 

which he had been working assiduously after his return 

from distinguished service as an officer in the War of 

the Revolution. 
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A century and a quarter later Aline Brothier 

Morris, who was born in France, became a naturalized 

citizen of the United States and began her work which 

now has its place in history. Her efforts were directed to 

education of great importance to the welfare of her 

adopted country, contributing a fine conception of 

American citizenship, both among foreign-born and 

native-born citizens. 

She died in New York City, October 6, 1932, but 

her educational plan has been continued by the Aline 

Brothier Morris Fund, established to carry on her 

inspiration just as the Academy was built for James 

Morris to further his educational efforts. As the work 

and influence of the Academy spread throughout our 

country as it then existed, so the work and influence of 

Aline Brothier Morris have spread into every State in 

the Union as it is today, and have found their way into 

schools, libraries, and adult education groups by means 

of the book American Citizenship, devoted to her ideals. 

In the Museum and the Reading Room are books 

which belonged to James Morris and to Dwight Morris, 

and books from the personal libraries of Aline Brothier 

Morris and Robert Clark Morris, to which are added for 

the enjoyment of the people of this neighborhood 

leading periodicals and daily newspapers. 
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Both of these rooms contain heirlooms which came 

from James Morris, Dwight Morris his son, Robert 

Clark Morris, and Aline Brothier Morris the wife of 

Robert Clark Morris. These furnishings are arranged 

somewhat as they were in the home of Aline Brothier 

Morris in New York, in order to afford some 

impression of her love of beauty and to create an 

atmosphere suggestive of her personality.  

On January 19, the 183rd anniversary of the birth 

of James Morris, the building with its contents was 

formally presented to the Town in an address by Robert 

Clark Morris. It was accepted on behalf of the Town by 

Howard J. Stoddard, First Selectman. The ceremonies 

were held in the auditorium of the Community Hall and 

were presided over by David F. Benjamin. There were 

two distinguished guests of honor, President James 

Rowland Angell of Yale University and Colonel 

Samuel H. Fisher, Chairman of the Tercentenary 

Commission of Connecticut. In the course of a 

felicitous address, President Angell said that he, a 

resident of another locality, the witness and invoice for 

and with the townspeople their appreciation of this 

memorial, and characterized the event as a 

demonstration of what a true sense of citizenship can 

accomplish. Colonel Fisher in his speech said, that this 
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memorial is an exemplification of what he hopes will 

be the outcome of the Tercentenary observances, 

namely, tangible memorials of the lives that have made 

possible for us the sense of security, comfort, and 

freedom that we enjoy. He further said that Morris was 

the first of the towns to receive his thanks for a 

permanent Memorial. The exercise was concluded with 

a prayer and benediction by the local pastor, Reverend 

C. Murray Keefer.

The reading room and museum are in charge of a 

committee of nine, which is self-perpetuating by the 

election of three of its members annually, the first 

committee being as follows: Mrs. John S. Whittlesey, 

Chairman and Curator, Mrs. Henry F. Weik, Secretary, 

Mrs. David F. Benjamin, Miss Marion E. Johnson, Miss 

Alice L. D. Moore, Mrs. Frederic W. Peck, Mrs. 

Sylvanus A. Titus, Mrs. Mary L. T. Waugh, Mrs. James 

M. Whittlesey.

The Curator is present in the afternoon everyday

except Sundays and holidays, to receive visitors. The 

committee will from time to time arrange for evening 

hours, and for special occasions on certain holidays and 

on anniversary dates connected with the lives of 

members of the Morris family in whose memory these 

rooms are maintained.  
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Residents of other communities are welcome and there 

is no entrance fee. Children under the age of twelve 

years are admitted only when accompanied by one of 

their parents, or by a teacher or other responsible person 

satisfactory to the Curator. 
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Views of 

James Morris Museum 

And 

Aline Brothier Morris 

Reading Room 



7 

The Morris Family 

The Morris family originated in Wales, and after 

several centuries the main branch removed to York, 

England. From York the Connecticut branch, which 

was the first of the name in America, came to Boston 

nearly 300 years ago-in 1637 to be exact-and later 

settled at Morris Cove, a part of the New Haven 

Harbor. In 1639, Thomas Morris, the head of the 

family, signed the Plantation Covenant, and in 1671 a 

mansion, now in the possession of the New Haven 

Colony Historical Society, was erected. Over the 

entrance to this house is the date in the motto Irrupta 

Copula. This motto pertained to their crest and coat of 

arms, for the family had been a part of the British 

nobility. 
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Deacon James Morris 

The first member of the family to settle in South Farms, 

as the town of Morris was then called, was James 

Morris who was born in New Haven in January 1722. 

He married Phebe Barns in 1751. There were two 

children, James, born in 1752 and Lucy, born in 1754. 

He was a devout man and was a deacon in the church. 

A very clear impression of his personality is given 

in the Memoirs of his son. These Memoirs describe him 

as a man “always faithful to his word” and speak at 

length of the religious training and excellent education 

he provided for his son, who as we shall see later was 

graduated from Yale College. They also record in 

considerable detail the daily life of a well governed 

New England household of that period.  

Deacon James Morris died in 1789 and was buried 

in the graveyard at South Farms. The Memoirs say, “In 

June 1789, God was pleased to remove my dear father 

by death. The loss of my father was a grievous stroke; 

he was an excellent guide in my early youth and an 

excellent counsellor in my riper years. He was a 

remarkable pattern of piety.” 
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Major James Morris 

James Morris, the son of Deacon Morris, was born in 

South Farms, January 19, 1752. He wrote the Memoirs 

referred to, during the years 1813-1817. When the 

Community Hall in Morris was dedicated in June 1933, 

an edition of these Memoirs was printed for the Aline 

Brothier Morris Fund by the Yale University Press. A 

brief story of his life is given in this Handbook, mainly 

by extracts from the Memoirs. 

The Memoirs are interesting, not only because of 

the personal story of Major Morris, but also for the 

historical value of his description of events in the 

Revolutionary War. They record his educational work, 

the civil offices he held, and also depict life as it was 

lived in a small Connecticut town largely characteristic 

of all New England of that period. 

Not only was religious zeal inherent in the people 

of those little communities, but their spirit of patriotism 

was deeply stirred by the call of duty to their country. 

They felt the Revolutionary War was justified, as a 

means of securing freedom from oppression and so 

aiding the progress of human society. In support of the 

Declaration of Independence, "with a firm reliance on 

the protection of Divine Providence," they heartily 

joined with the other sections of the Colonies in 
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pledging their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 

honor.  

Major Morris was familiarly known as "Captain" 

Morris, as that was his rank in the Revolutionary War, 

but in our second war with Great Britain, when he was 

sixty-one years of age, he was commissioned First 

Major of the Second Regiment of Volunteers in the 

state of Connecticut. 

During the lifetime of Major Morris, the 

community in which he lived was known as the 

Ecclesiastical Society of South Farms-having been 

established shortly before 1770. In 1859 that portion of 

the town of Litchfield embraced within the Society was 

incorporated into a new separate Town, and named 

Morris in his honor.  

In the youthful days of James Morris he had an 

ardent desire to have a good education with the ultimate 

purpose of becoming a minister. His father "had a right" 

in the public library in the adjoining Town of 

Bethlehem. He thus had an opportunity to indulge in 

much good reading. When he was eighteen years of age 

his father sent him to live with Dr. Bellamy until the 

spring of 1770. He was then placed under the 

instruction of the minister at South Farms, Dr. Salmon 

Hurlburt. In the fall of that year he went to live with 
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Mr. Brinsmade at Judea. He wrote, "Mr. Nathan Hale, 

late Judge Hale, now living in Goshen, was then 

studying theology with Mr. Brinsmade. I there had 

some company pursuing the same studies with myself, 

viz., Adoniram Judson and David Judson. I then took 

hold of my studies with new resolution. Mr. Hale was 

an accurate scholar and an able instructor." 

In September 1771 he went to New Haven, where 

he passed his examinations and became a student at 

Yale College. He was diligent in his studies and 

modestly wrote that he "passed a decent public 

examination" and graduated, "having had my share of 

honorary appointments." He was awarded his degree in 

July 1775. Soon after graduation he received an 

invitation to teach the Grammar School in Litchfield 

and accepted. He taught there until May 1776, but his 

work of education was interrupted, not to be resumed 

for many a year. He wrote, "The Revolutionary War 

had commenced. The British had possession of Boston. 

Many of our young men were called away for the 

defense of our country."  

An Ensign's commission came to him from 

Legislature of the State of Connecticut to go on a tour 

of six months to New York, the British having left 

Boston and made their way to New York. He accepted 
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the commission, and wrote, "I went to New York with a 

company of men, was in the Battle of Long Island on 

the 27th of August, was in the retreat from Long Island 

in the night, when our Army made a safe escape from 

Long Island to New York. I was in the battle on York 

Island 17th of September, the day the British took 

possession of the same. I also was in the battle at the 

White Plains, where sundry of the soldiers, my friends 

and acquaintances, were killed and where I heard the 

bitter groans of the wounded. The Captain and 

Lieutenant of the company to which I belong were 

taking sick and were removed from the camp. The 

command of the company wholly devolved on me. The 

soldiers universally manifested a great respect for me, 

for my care of the sick and my attention to their wants, 

and for my sympathies in their distresses. 

“The Army retreated from the White Plains to a 

place called New Castle and General Washington 

crossed the North River into New Jersey. The troops 

whose enlistments had nearly expired, remained at New 

Castle. My time of engagement ended in December, but 

previously I had a commission of a Second Lieutenancy 

sent me from Congress, to continue in service during 

the War. The soldiers were desirous that I should accept 

it; they told me if I would they would 
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enlist. I returned home on the 26th of December, 1776 

and consulted my father and other friends on the 

subject, and the first day of January, 1777, I had another 

commission sent to me from Congress of a First 

Lieutenancy.” 

During the winter of 1777 he was in Litchfield on 

recruiting duty and in June of that year he marched with 

the men he had enlisted and joined the army at Peeks-

kill. In September General Washington moved the army 

from the banks of the Hudson into Pennsylvania, and on 

October 3rd marched on Germantown. 

The Memoirs give a vivid description of the Battle 

of Germantown. On October 4th the British Army was 

victorious and many were taken prisoners of war, 

Lieutenant Morris among them. He says, “I reached 

Germantown, a prisoner of War, about sunset fatigued 

and much exhausted. I was the last officer taken, with 

about twenty men. The rest, that had been taken earlier 

in the day, were conveyed to Philadelphia. The evening 

of the 4th of October was very cool. I was put under a 

quarter guard with the few men with me, in an open 

field around a small fire. No provision is made for the 

prisoners. The men with me had a little food in their 

knapsacks, but I had none. A little after Sundown I was 

shivering with the cold and I asked the Sergeant of the 
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Guard if I might see the Commander of the Regiment. 

He informed me that he quartered in such a house, 

about 20 rods distant. The Sergeant who was manly and 

sympathetic, waited on me to the house and informed 

the Commander that there was an American officer, a 

prisoner, at the door, who wanted to see him. The 

Colonel said he would see me after he had done supper. 

Accordingly, I sat down in the stoop before the door 

and after waiting about fifteen minutes the Colonel 

came out and sat down with me. He asked me many 

questions respecting my motives for going into the War 

and rising up in rebellion against my lawful Sovereign. 

I answered him pleasantly and as evasively as I could 

consistently with decency. He asked me what I wanted. 

I told him I was in a suffering condition, I had no 

blanket or any covering to shield me from the cold. I 

wished for liberty to sleep in the house, and that I stood 

in need of some refreshment. The Colonel ordered his 

servants to get me some victuals and said I might go 

into the room. The servants very politely spread a table, 

set on some good old spirits and a broiled chicken, well 

cooked, with excellent bread and other food of the best 

kind. The servants sat off in the room and waited on me 

in the best manner. This was really the sweetest meal of 

victuals that I ever ate. 
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“When I had done supper I asked the Sergeant who 

had conducted me there, what the Colonel said 

respecting my lodging in the house. The Sergeant 

replied that the Colonel told him that I was not on 

parole and that he was not authorized to grant a parole 

of honour and that I must go out and be with the Guard. 

I then asked the Sergeant if I could be furnished with a 

blanket for that night. The soldiers who were waiters to 

the Colonel, immediately brought me a large and clean 

rose blanket and said it should be for my use that night. 

I accordingly went out into the field and lay down 

among the soldiers who were prisoners, wrapped 

myself in the blanket, kept my hat on my head and slept 

sweetly through the night.” 

On October 5th the prisoners were conveyed under 

guard to Philadelphia and he with others was lodged in 

the “New Jail.” “I was locked in a cold room,” he says, 

“destitute of everything but cold stone walls and bare 

floors-no kind of a seat to sit on-all total darkness, no 

water to drink or a morsel to eat; without a blanket to 

cover me.” In this jail were confined seven hundred 

prisoners of war. “A few small rooms were sequestered 

for the officers and each room must contain sixteen 

men. We fully covered the whole floor when we lay 

down to sleep, and the poor soldiers were shut into 
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rooms of the same magnitude with double the number.” 

The prisoners were “seized with the jail fever, as it was 

called, and it swept off, in the course of three months, 

four hundred men, who were all buried in one 

continuous grave without coffins.” His Memoirs say at 

this point, “I read and wrote, leaning up the wide recess 

of the window, to my advantage and improvement.” By 

the beginning of May 1778, having become much 

debilitated he was admitted to parole and in June he 

was sent to “Flat-Bush” on Long Island, where 

fortunately he became acquainted with Mr. Clarkson, “a 

man of science and of large property,” who “owned the 

most extensive private library that I had ever known in 

the United States.” Mr. Clarkson made him a welcome 

visitor and gave him access to his library. 

He wrote, “The whole term of my captivity was 

three years and three months, lacking one day. I was 

exchanged on the 3rd day of January 1781. I was taken 

from Flat-Bush to New York and from there conveyed 

to Elizabeth Town in New Jersey and set at liberty. I 

then procured assistance to carry me and my baggage to 

Peekskill. There I left my chest and marched on to the 

high lands, to the Army, which had taken winter 

quarters in the woods and conveniently hutted 

themselves. I found in the regiment to which I belonged 
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that my rank as an officer had been remembered and 

noticed. I had been appointed Captain in the month of 

April, 1778.” 

In March 1781, he was given command of a 

Company of Light Infantry. He says, “My Company 

was kept completely full of men through the summer of 

1781. If any was sick or died, returns were made and 

another man was sent from the Regiment to supply his 

place. The Army was stationed in the fore part of the 

summer campaign in 1781 near the White Plains in the 

State of New York. Several skirmishes with the Enemy 

took place this summer near Kingsbridge where 

numbers fell on both sides. I was personally in several 

severe actions of which the Light Infantry must always 

be in front. I then experienced many narrow escapes, 

but still I was preserved, not a bone fractured, not even 

a flesh wound, while others fell by my side. 

“Near the close of the month of August, the 

Regiment to which I belonged, commanded by Colonel 

Scammel, received orders to march to Virginia. I 

marched with the Regiment at the head of my Company 

to the head of Chesapeake Bay being about two 

hundred miles. We then went on board and sailed down 

to the mouth of the James River, about two hundred 

miles and thence sailed up James River and landed 
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opposite to Williamsburgh. Here General Washington 

with his Army encamped a few days. He then ordered 

his Army to move to York Town distant thirteen miles. 

This march was performed in less than one day, about 

the beginning of October. 

“On the 16th day at evening of the same month, 

the Light Infantry were ordered to take a Fort by storm, 

which was situated near the bank of York River. 

Accordingly as soon as the twilight of the evening was 

gone, we began our march for that purpose. I then had 

the command of the first Company at the head of the 

column that supported the Forlorn Hope. Not a man 

was killed in the Forlorn Hope; they were so near the 

Fort before they were discovered that the Enemy 

overshot them and the whole firing fell upon the main 

body. There were eight men killed near the head of the 

column, all within less than thirty feet of the place 

where I stood, and about fifty men were wounded. Yet 

in this dangerous situation, I by a kind Providence was 

preserved. The Forlorn Hope, commanded by Colonel 

Alexander Hamilton, were successful in taking the Fort. 

“Our men then immediately went to work and they 

covered themselves by an entrenchment of a mile and a 

half in length in less time than an hour. The French 

Army made an attack upon a Fort on our left fifty rods 
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distant at the same time that we made an attack on the 

Fort on the bank of York River. Their conflict was 

much more severe and they lost about two hundred 

men. When we had gotten possession of these Forts we 

had possession of the ground overlooking York Town, 

and the British were cooped up in an elbow of the 

River. When morning light appeared the Enemy found 

their condition hopeless. Our Artillery began to play 

upon the town. The Enemy panic struck beat a parley 

on the 17th day. A flag was sent out requesting a 

cessation of hostilities for the space of twenty-four 

hours. This was about two o’clock in the afternoon. 

General Washington returned for answer that he would 

grant them two hours only. The moment the two hours 

were expired the whole of the Artillery of our Army 

were discharged at once upon York Town; it was a 

most tremendous roaring. Before another discharge 

could be made the British beat a parley and sent another 

flag requesting that Commissioners might be appointed 

to agree upon Articles of Capitulation for a surrender. 

Accordingly, Commissioners were appointed and 

articles were agreed upon both sides. 

“On the 18th day, a day of respite, our soldiers 

were directed to wash up and appear clean on the next 

day. The British were snug in their tents during this 

time. On 
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the 19th day our whole Army assembled; our Army on 

the right and the French Army on the left, about six 

rods apart, and each line reached more than a mile on 

an extended plain. We were thus drawn up to receive 

the vanquished. The British Army marched out between 

our two Armies, drums beating their own tunes, colors 

muffled, and after they passed in a review of our Army 

they piled their arms on the field of submission and 

returned back in the same manner into York Town. 

“On the 20th day, according to custom, would be 

the day of pagan rejoicing and huzzas, but instead of 

this General Washington issued his orders of a general 

pardon for all culprits of the Army that were confined 

for crimes or those who were under sentence of a court 

martial. He ordered the Army to assemble for Divine 

Service and give thanks to God for the success of our 

arms, chaplains to do their duty in praying and 

preaching to their several brigades discourses suitable 

to the occasion. How far preferable was this to a people 

professing to be Christians than the heathenish custom 

of a drunken pow-wow and exulting over the humble 

vanquished. Here General Washington’s character 

shone with true lustre in giving God the Glory. I have 

now detailed some of the prominent scenes through 

which I passed during my military life.” 
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Captain Morris obtained a furlough in December 

1781 and returned to South Farms to visit his parents. 

On December 20th he married Elizabeth Hubbard of 

Middletown. There were five children of the marriage, 

Abigail, born August 2, 1783, who was married to Rev. 

John M. Whiton; James, born December 4, 1784, who 

graduated from Yale in 1803, and went to Sunbury, 

Georgia, where he became the head of the Academy 

and was for a time Tutor of the University of Georgia; 

Reuben Smith Morris, born May 24, 1786, who 

graduated from Yale in 1804, and removed to Cayuga, 

New York, where he was admitted to the Bar; Samuel 

Hubbard Morris, born February 6, 1788, who died 

December 22, 1793; and Robert Hubbard Morris, born 

July 25, 1789, who endowed with a “good academic 

education,’ settled in Cayuga. 

Captain Morris returned to the army at the time 

limited for his leave of absence and continued with it 

during the summer of 1782. In November of that year 

he was released from service, and returned to South 

Farms to comfort his parents “in their declining years 

and to enjoy the sweets of domestic life.” 

His friends and neighbors asked him to become the 

Justice of the Peace, which office he accepted. He was 

then chosen a Selectman. He still had a desire to resume 
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his studies in theology but he says, “Thus situated and 

notwithstanding my heart had from early youth devised 

the way to be a minister of the Gospel, yet God 

designed it should not be so, and had otherwise directed 

my steps.” 

In February 1785, James Morris was attacked with 

a severe illness which he called “Bilious cholic” and his 

life was despaired of. His neighbors were kind and 

helpful, and aided in his recovery. He says in the 

Memoirs, “I have contemplated that this afflicting 

sickness was designed by my Maker to answer some of 

His wise purposes in this place. By this sickness and 

distress the door was open for the people to show to me 

their kindness and consideration and by means of those 

favours that they had bestowed they became more 

friendly to me. Hence the way was preparing for what 

God designed I should do for this people, as a feeble 

instrument in His hands.” 

Evidently the underlying thought in the mind of 

James Morris, was to employ his talents in the direction 

of providing a better education for the children in his 

community. There were three district schools and he 

became acquainted with the instructors and the 

children. He eventually agreed to meet the instructors 

and the children at the “old Meeting House” when the 
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schools closed in the spring and award prizes to the 

pupils who had best acquitted themselves. This gave the 

scholars something to look forward to and “excited a 

spirit of emulation in the several schools.” The seed 

thus sown came to fruition a few years later when these 

children, in 1790, began to look to him as a graduate of 

Yale College for instruction in the higher branches of 

learning. He had then been living in the house located 

at what is now Morris center for about five years. He 

says the children were fond of calling at his home and 

“I gave them access to my library.” He agreed to give 

these young people, both boys and girls, the instruction 

they desired.  

Very soon opposition arose from the more ignorant 

persons in the community. They said that he was 

making an innovation on the manners and customs of 

the youth; that he was “blowing up their pride” so that 

“they would feel themselves about their mates and they 

would feel above labour.” This opposition to his school 

commenced in 1792 and continued to increase until 

1974, when, notwithstanding he had the sympathy and 

cooperation of the intelligent citizens, charges were 

brought against him that he was disturbing the peace of 

the church; that he was bringing in fashions repugnant 

to the interests of the Society. A hearing on the charges 
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was held in the church but came to naught, and the 

complaint was dismissed. The Memoirs then go on to 

relate, “All this persecution against me was apparently 

designed to destroy and bring to ruin the little share of 

company I had obtained among the good people here, 

but it all turned out to my advantage. My school had 

hitherto been confined mostly to the youths in this 

Society; but in the fall of 1794 it was thronged with 

young people from other towns, and from this time till 

the year 1803, I had as many scholars as I could attend 

to, both summer and winter.” 

The following are extracts from an address which 

James Morris delivered to his pupils in the graduating 

class at the end of the school year in 1801, and are 

quoted as illustrating the character of his thought for 

those entrusted to his guidance: 

My pupils, you have now closed the studies pointed out to you in the 

school, but remember that you have hardly seen the faint glimmerings 

of knowledge or entered the threshold of science. Your future 

application and industry will be essential to your improvement and 

usefulness in life, for without this you will soon lose what you have 

already gained, for it is so in mental acquirements, if we do not apply 

ourselves, we necessarily go backwards. You have, the most of you, 

arrived to that point in life when you paint before you your future 

prospects in the most enchanting and gilded colors, but every view you 

take of the prospect that lies before you imposes on you the high 
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obligations of industry. The time has been in the state of Connecticut 

when a little smattering of the knowledge of letters, writing, or 

arithmetic, aided by a little natural sprightliness of mind, would 

frequently secure to a man a post of some eminence and distinction. 

But that time is past. You are invited to preserving industry, and further 

improvement from the duty that you owe to your parents, for their 

present care and expense of your education. Cultivate an honorable 

thirst for solid knowledge and real usefulness...  

Remember that in short time all the duties of life will be ended. See to 

it that you secure to yourselves the favor of your Maker. Remember 

religion must enter into the inmost recesses and regulate the deepest 

springs of the heart. It is not enough that your external conduct be 

amiable and formed even upon the most decent pattern of human 

virtue. Your behavior may be pleasant and agreeable in the sight of 

men while the heart is impure. Conscious to myself, that I have, 

according to the best of my abilities, discharged faithfully my duty to 

you, as your instructor, I have also to acknowledge your attention and 

filial respect to me during the period that you have been under my 

watch and care. But my pupils the period is pressing upon us 

which will dissolve the interesting relations between me as your 

teacher and you as pupils. Addressing you for the last time as your 

preceptor, it is my best and earnest advice that you live a life of 

order, temperance, sobriety in virtue-"fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the whole duty of man."* (The Ledger of 

James Morris' School) 

He wrote, “In the year 1803 sundry good people in 

this Society united and built a large school house, called 

an Academy, with the design of enlarging my school… 

I then procured an assistant and extended the branches 

of science to be taught. Most of the Classics that were 
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attended to at our colleges were instructed in this 

Academy… Scholars have been here for instruction 

from all the New England States except Rhode Island, 

and from the States of New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, and 

Georgia. Also from the Island of St. Thomas in the 

West Indies, and from the Island of Bermuda.” 

In addition to his educational work he took an 

active part in public life for he says in his Memoirs, “I 

have held an office of one kind or another in the gift of 

this town, yearly, and without fail, for thirty-one years; 

twenty-nine years I have held an office in the gift of 

this Society, and thirty years I have held an office in the 

gift of the State.” 

In September 1814, his first wife Elizabeth 

Hubbard Morris died and he was left alone as their 

children had grown up and gone to other parts of the 

country. On March 6, 1815, he married Rhoda Farnam. 

There were two children of this marriage, Jane 

Elizabeth Morris, born on January 30, 1816, and 

Timothy Dwight Morris, born on November 22, 1817, 

who was known through life as Dwight Morris. On the 

last page of the Memoirs it is stated that this son was 

named “in grateful remembrance of my much esteemed 
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and beloved friend, the Rev. Timothy Dwight, late 

president of Yale College,…” 

James Morris died April 20, 1820. He was buried 

in the graveyard at South Farms, now commonly 

referred to as the East Morris cemetery. 
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Colonel Dwight Morris 

DWIGHT MORRIS, who, as has been said, was born at 

South Farms on November 22, 1817, was educated in 

the local public schools and graduated from Union 

College in 1838. He was admitted to the Bar at 

Litchfield in 1839 and afterward removed to Bridgeport 

where he continued in the practice of the law. He 

represented his city in the General Assembly of the 

State of Connecticut for six years from 1845, and again 

in 1880. In 1851 he became Judge of Probate for the 

District of Bridgeport. In the Civil War, in response to 

the emergency call of President Lincoln in 1862, he was 

instrumental in raising the Fourteenth, and led it to the 

front as its colonel. This Regiment, known as the 

“Fighting Fourteenth,” played “an important part in 

some of the most sanguinary battles of modern times 

and did valiant service in some of the pivotal actions of 

the great conflict.”* (See History of the Fourteenth 

Regiment Connecticut Vol. Infantry by Charles D. 

Page, Meriden, 1906.) After his army service he was 

offered the appointment of Federal Judge for the 

Territory of Idaho by President Lincoln, but declined. 

In 1866 he was appointed in the United States Consular 

Service to France where he served until 1869. He was 

elected Secretary of State of Connecticut in the 
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centennial year and held this office during 1877-1879. 

He was awarded the degree of Master of Arts by Yale 

in 1878. Through his efforts the Society of the 

Cincinnati of Connecticut was reinstated July 4, 1893, 

after being dormant from 1804, and he served as its 

president until the time of his death. He inherited his 

membership in this Society from his father, James 

Morris, and original member. 

In his later years he devoted considerable of his 

time to literature and contributed many articles upon 

historical subjects. “His personal appearance was 

striking, his figure erect, and he carried himself with a 

military bearing. He was courtly, dignified, yet genial 

and well beloved by his friends and companions. He 

achieved a prominent place in his profession. He died 

September 26, 1894, at Bridgeport.”* (See 

Genealogical and Family History of the State of 

Connecticut Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 

New York, 1911.) 

Dwight Morris married in 1842, Frances S. 

Thompson, of Bridgeport, who died in 1858. He 

married in 1868, in Paris, France, Josephine Clark, who 

was born in Chicago in 1844 and died in Bridgeport in 

1884. She was the daughter of Lewis W. Clark, a 

prominent and public-spirited resident of Chicago, and 
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Emily Henshaw Clark. There were two children 

resulting from this second marriage, Robert Clark 

Morris, born in 1869, and Rosalie Clark Morris, born in 

1873, who died in infancy. 

Perhaps the most accurate estimate of a man can be 

obtained from the opinion of his contemporaries, and in 

this respect an article regarding Colonel Morris, which 

appeared in The Hartford Journal, September 18, 1892, 

may well be quoted. This article, written by Dr. 

Nickerson, was headed “Thirty Years Ago,” and is in 

part as follows: 

The presence of Colonel Morris of Bridgeport in the Democratic 

convention here during the past week recalled the day thirty years ago, 

when he rode up Main Street at the head of the Fourteenth Regiment, 

commanding that body of men then on the way to the seat of war. The 

thought of the scene in question was sufficient to awaken some of the 

proudest memories of the old war days. Colonel Morris was in the 

prime of life, when he offered his sword to Buckingham in defense of 

the Union. It was not through favor but on account of merit and 

patriotism that he was placed in command of one of the best and 

pluckiest bodies of troops that left this state during the war… 

Colonel Morris was not two weeks in actual service before he 

was assigned to the command of a brigade in Hancock’s division. His 

favorite Fourteenth, however, was continued with him, and the 

regiment’s career which was not surpassed by that of any of the 

Connecticut commands during the war, was due to his inspiration and 
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leadership… He should have been made a brigadier with full rank, 

having earned the star by personal courage and leadership… 

Colonel Morris is a member of the Fairfield County Bar and is an 

influential debater… There is a charm in his old-time affability and 

courtesy that cannot be described. But few public men in the state 

possess more fascinating ways. 

The residents of this city came to know him best, while he was 

secretary of state under Governor Hubbard. He was elected centennial 

year and was the first secretary to hold the office for the two years term. 

Francis B. Loomis, who died here a few months ago, was lieutenant 

governor at the time, bringing three of the most courtly gentlemen in 

the state into prominence here during the session of 1877… The writer 

was familiar with Colonel Morris’ services at this period and offers 

with great pleasure this tribute, humble as it may be, to the man whose 

proudest title will remain in the colonelcy of the Fourteenth 

Connecticut.  
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ROBERT CLARK MORRIS 

Robert Clark Morris, the only son of Dwight 

Morris, was born in Bridgeport on November 19, 1869, 

and died in New York City on October 13, 1938. On 

May 30, 1931, he married Aline Brothier, who died on 

October 6, 1932. The story of her life and work is told 

elsewhere in this volume, as well as the story of the 

work of the Aline Brothier Morris Fund which Mr. 

Morris established in her memory. 

Mr. Morris was a member of St. Bartholomew’s 

Church in New York City. 

The following statement concerning Mr. Morris’ 

professional activities and life interests is an 

abridgment of the “Memorial of Robert Clark Morris,” 

prepared by Hon. Robert McC. Marsh and printed in 

the Year Book (1939) of the New York County 

Lawyers’ Association: Mr. Morris attended the Yale 

Law School, from which he received in turn the degrees 

of LL.B., LL.M. and D.C.L. Although admitted to the 

Connecticut Bar in 1890, he pursued further law studies 

in Europe, especially in the field of continental 

jurisprudence, after which he returned to practice for 

two years in Bridgeport. In 1894 he removed to New 

York City and was admitted to the New York Bar in the 

same year. 
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While Mr. Morris’ professional practice covered 

varied fields of activity for a wide range of clients, he 

achieved special prominence in cases of a public of 

semi-public nature, particularly those having an 

international aspect, and it was in this field also that he 

probably found his keenest personal enjoyment. In 1903 

he was appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt to 

represent the United States and Venezuelan Claims 

Commission. In 1917 he served as counsel to the 

Attorney General of the State of New York in the case 

of Bolo-Pacha, the French traitor and propagandist. In 

1922 and 1923, under appointment by President 

Harding, he represented the United States as Agent and 

General Counsel before the Mixed Claims Commission, 

United States and Germany, in the presentation of the 

claims of the United States and its citizens pursuant to 

the Peace Treaty of 1921. 

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, First 

Department, in 1912 appointed Mr. Morris a member of 

the Commission to establish the subway route beneath 

William Street, New York City; the Superintendent of 

Banks of the State of New York retained him as counsel 

in connection with the series of private banking failures 

of 1915; he was retained by the State of Missouri in 

1923 in the test case challenging the authority of 
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national banks to conduct branch banking, and 

successfully upheld the contentions of the State before 

the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. Morris was a frequent lecturer at the Yale Law 

School, from 1895 to 1904 on the subject of French 

law, and from 1904 to 1912 on international arbitration 

and procedure, and published a textbook on the latter 

subject in 1911. He declined opportunities for 

appointment to the bench of the United States District 

Court and to the Supreme Court of the State of New 

York. 

Mr. Morris was passionately devoted to the 

doctrines of American citizenship, which he preached 

both by word and deed. He delivered a series of lectures 

on government and citizenship at Yale in 1925 and 

1926; he published a number of volumes and 

pamphlets, including “The Sovereign Citizen” (1920), 

“The Pursuit of Happiness” (1930), “The Spirit of 

Liberty” (1931). In 1933 he presented to the New York 

Country Lawyers’ Association citizenship as a 

memorial to his wife, Aline Brothier Morris. 

The Two interests closest to the heart of Robert C. 

Morris were his profession and his country, and where 

his heart was interested he was always ready to bear his 

share, and more than his share, of the burdens of 
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responsibility. This characteristic united with his 

remarkable vigor, his ability and his character in 

bringing to him positions of high honor and service, 

which he filled with distinction. He was President of the 

Republican County Committee of the County of New 

York in 1901-1903; President of the Republican Club 

of the City of New York 1909-1910; President of the 

Lawyers Club of New York 1924-1925; President of 

the New York County Lawyers’ Association 1934-

1936. He was a member of many other organizations 

and clubs, including the following: American Bar 

Association, The Association of the Bar of the City of 

New York, International Law Association, American 

Society of International Law, Society of Medical 

Jurisprudence, Society of the Cincinnati, The Pilgrims 

of the United States, New England Society, Military 

Oder of the Loyal Legion of the United States, Sons of 

the Revolution, American Friends of Lafayette, Union 

League and Yale Clubs of New York City, Quinnipiack 

and Graduates Clubs of New Haven, and Metropolitan 

and National Press Clubs of Washington, D.C. 
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ALINE BROTHIER MORRIS 

“Beauty is truth, truth beauty,” is an inspiration on an 

ancient Grecian urn, and, as the poet Keats said-“that is 

all ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.” 

Aline Brothier Morris held beauty as a fundamental 

concept; the beauty of truth; the beauty of kindness to 

fellow human beings, especially those in trouble; the 

beauty of her home; the beauty of a happy well-ordered 

society under our plan of government, but above all the 

“beauty of holiness” in her worship of God. 

She was born in France on July 24, 1887, and, as 

she often said, her mother was chiefly responsible for 

the development of her character and her education. 

The spirit of the home was inculcated in her mind 

during this period and in later years this spirit shone 

forth in her joy in doing everything to contribute to the 

happiness of those about her hearth. 

She was utterly unselfish and would respond 

immediately to a call for help from some sick or 

distressed person at any hour of the day or night. She 

was possessed of much wisdom, inherently as well as 

that derived from education and experience. She was 

not easily imposed upon for her character was firm and 

her observation of life was keen. 
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Her early education had been that of girls of her 

time in France. She was sent to a convent, but upon 

completion of her studies was not satisfied, for she had 

an inquiring mind and sought persistently for 

knowledge. She continued in the pursuit of knowledge 

by extended reading and travel. Then came the World 

War and she undertook to do everything in her power 

for France, the land of her birth. She finally was 

assigned to war work in Paris which resulted in her 

having charge of a division in a war hospital devoted to 

tetanus cases. This work was harrowing in the extreme 

for hardly any of the patients could be saved.  

Although naturally robust, yet because of the strain 

of privation and long hours devoted to the welfare of 

the patients, she broke down in health. She then came to 

America, in 1916, and through introductions met many 

women who were interested in public work in 

connection with the war. She at once began the study of 

our history and our plan of government. This interested 

her intensely and she carried her studies into the 

reading of practically every important biography of 

American men and women. Thus she absorbed the 

spirit of our institutions and finally decided to become 

an American citizen. 



38 

After taking out her first papers she waited 

impatiently until the time arrived for her admission to 

citizenship. It was a great day in her life when she 

appeared in court and took the oath of allegiance to the 

United States. One cannot fully appreciate what it 

meant to her and to her adopted country unless he has 

an understanding of her vivid personality. She was a 

magnetic and charming person, full of vivacity, with a 

penetration of mind which is commonly called 

intuition, but which, as Hawthorne said, is “sagacity 

and a nameless something more.” Her conversational 

powers were brilliant and convinced one of her breadth 

of thought and wise judgement. She never flaunted her 

knowledge, but she had a way of bringing those to 

whom she was speaking to a fair consideration of her 

point of view and was usually successful in winning 

them over to her way of thinking. Thus she found a 

following for an idea which was basic, yet, perhaps 

because it was so obvious, had been generally 

overlooked. 

She, being a naturalized citizen, had observed a 

very decided tendency on the part of native-born 

citizens to regard those like herself as not of equal 

political standing, many continuing to think of them as 

“foreigners.” She took the firm stand that this was 
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wrong, and that there is no distinction in citizenship 

between the naturalized and native-born as all alike 

possess a general equality. She held that there cannot be 

two groups in our scheme of democracy. With her 

efforts and her active mind it was not long until she 

began to get strong support for her contention among 

the native-born citizens, and finally she induced one of 

the major political parties to establish a bureau of its 

National Committee in a presidential campaign to carry 

on this idea as a political project. The other great 

national party promptly followed suit and her work was 

thus carried forward into many States of the Union. In 

this manner she demonstrated the beauty of her thought 

of contributing something vital to the welfare and 

happiness of the society composing the citizenry of her 

new country, which she loved wholeheartedly. 

While Aline Brothier Morris was both persistent 

and consistent, yet she was very versatile. She was not 

only a student of government and thoroughly practical 

in her political ideas, she also loved nature and was an 

out-of-doors woman. She was one of the most ardent 

followers of Izaak Walton and was very skillful in the 

art of fishing. She was fond of horses and dogs. She 

rode a great deal in the Rocky Mountain region, both in 
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the Northwest and the Southwest and was considered an 

excellent horsewoman. 

She was a communicant at St. Bartholomew’s 

Church in New York at the time the Reverend Robert 

Norwood was the rector. He and she were great friends 

and he used to refer to her as “My little fighter.” She 

was happy and cheerful in disposition. She was highly 

courageous and went through life undaunted, and when 

she encountered a difficulty would face it squarely and 

use her best efforts to overcome it. She was ever loyal 

to her ideals. She was a great soul and fought on until 

her death, which occurred on October 6, 1932. 

Pastor Charles Wagner, the French essayist, 

expressed the thought suited to the life and 

accomplishments of Aline Brothier Morris, when he 

wrote, many years ago, “To live is not all; to die, still 

less. The essential is that the Spirit shine forth through 

life and death alike” -for her spirit still shines forth. 

On November 19, 1932, the Aline Brothier Morris 

Fund was established for the purpose of carrying on 

educational, charitable, religious, and historical work. 

The trustees of the Fund decided that the most 

important activity they could enter upon would be to 

extend through educational channels the patriotic 

principles which Mrs. Morris had advocated. 
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Accordingly they published in January 1933 the book 

American Citizenship. In the foreword to this book is 

the following paragraph: 

In order that her work may be continued, and as a tribute to her ideals, 

this little book has been prepared with the hope that through its 

extended circulation a deeper appreciation of American citizenship 

may follow. 

The hope of an extended circulation has become a 

wonderful realization for the book has found its way 

into every State of the Union, the District of Columbia, 

Alaska, Hawaii, the Philippine Islands and Puerto Rico. 

Its fame has spread into foreign countries. Requests for 

copies have been received from Canada, China, France, 

Germany, Haiti, Italy, and the West Indies. Within the 

United States, it was circulated in cities, towns, and 

villages, numbering more than 3,800, and reached its 

twelfth printing, 71,000 copies having been published. 

It was distributed free of charge. 

It has been approved by Judges of the United States 

District Courts and used by them in connection with 

their naturalization terms; it has been helpful to radio 

and platform speakers as the basis of patriotic 

addresses; its fourth chapter was translated into 

eighteen foreign languages as a Fourth of July story by 

a press service and sent to 1,059 foreign language 

newspapers published within the United States, many of 
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which printed the article in editorial form. It has been 

placed in many libraries throughout the country. It has 

been used as prizes for pupils in schools in various 

places from Connecticut to California; it was the 

inspiration of a competition for a prize offered by the 

Fund to about 3,000 undergraduate students at Yale 

University for the best essay on the subject of American 

Citizenship; it has been distributed through the faculty 

to students at Teachers College, Columbia University; 

1,050 copies of it were sent, pursuant to a request from 

the Department of Education of Puerto Rico for the use 

of teachers on that Island; 21,759 copies were delivered 

to the Board of Education of the City of New York 

upon its request, for use by the scholars in Day and 

Night Classes for Adults in English and Citizenship in 

the various public schools of that city; it has proved to 

be of help to Adult Education agencies in a great many 

communities. It was responsible for a request by the 

Committee on American Citizenship of the New York 

County Lawyers’ Association, the largest local Bar 

Association in the United States, for the establishment 

by the Fund of a library on American Citizenship, 

which request was granted. This library is believed to 

be the first in the United States devoted to this subject. 
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This little book, the results of the patriotic 

inspiration of Aline Brothier Morris, has gone far and 

wide on its mission of developing a deeper appreciation 

of American citizenship, not only among the foreign-

born citizens but also among the native-born citizens, 

tending to an enhanced support of the fundamental 

principles of our Government.  
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GIFT IN TRUST TO THE TOWN OF MORRIS 

The trustees of the Aline Brothier Morris Fund, after 

careful thought, reached the conclusion that something 

should be done to mark the work of Aline Brothier 

Morris by a permanent contribution to some community 

which had shown a true community spirit and a real 

interest in American citizenship. Both of these 

requisites were outstanding in the Town of Morris. 

When in 1933 the people of that Town dedicated their 

Community Hall, and their school known as “The 

James Morris School,” the Fund sent to every family in 

the Town the Memoirs of James Morris and American 

Citizenship. A fine response came from the people, 

resulting in the gift of the building forming the north 

end of the Community Hall, known as the “James 

Morris Library,” which houses the James Morris 

Museum and the Aline Brothier Morris Reading Room, 

in charge of the Ladies’ Committee; a lecture room; and 

a recreation room under the supervision of a committee 

of men. 

In order to arrive at an understanding, binding and 

effective for all time, a Special Town Meeting of the 

Town of Morris was held on May 12, 1934. At this 

meeting the following was adopted: 
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NOW, THEREFORE, this Town Meeting, held on this 12th day 

of May, 1934, hereby authorizes and empowers the Building 

Committee to proceed to complete arrangements satisfactory to the 

Trustees of the Aline Brothier Morris Fund and Robert Clark Morris 

for the erection of the said addition to the Community Hall, and 

thereafter, upon the completion of such arrangements, to execute a 

building contract based upon the plans and specifications of the 

architect, G. Archer Quick, upon the delivery of check to said 

Committee for the total payment called for by said contract; 

approves the “Ladies’ Reading Room and Museum Committee of 

the James Morris Library” having charge of said two rooms and 

the appointment of said Committee members by the Trustees of the 

Aline Brothier Morris Fund; and authorizes and empowers the 

Selectmen of the Town to execute a declaration of trust with relation 

to the “James Morris Library” extension building, and particularly 

the “James Morris Museum” and the “Aline Brothier Morris 

Reading Room,” at such time as may be requested by said 

Trustees of the Aline Brothier Morris Fund or by said Robert 

Clark Morris… 

The Declaration of Trust as subsequently executed 

reads as follows: 

WHEREAS, the Town of Morris, Connecticut, was named in honor 

of James Morris, student, educator, legislator and patriot, who lived 

here during his entire lifetime, 1752-1820, except while absent in the 

service of his country in the Revolutionary War; and 

WHEREAS, the Aline Brothier Morris Fund established 

by Robert Clark Morris in memory of his wife, to perpetuate her 

patriotic work in the elevation of American Citizenship, has agreed to 

build an extension to the Community Hall of the Town in 

conformity with architect’s plans heretofore accepted by the Town 

of Morris, to be known as the “James Morris Library”; and 
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WHEREAS, upon completion of such work certain heirlooms 

and furniture derived from James Morris, Dwight Morris his son, and 

Aline Brothier Morris, will be placed by Said Robert Clark Morris, 

grandson of James Morris, in the rooms on the main floor of said 

“James Morris Library” extension building provided for this exclusive 

purpose, and upon his death further articles of a similar character may 

be given to the Town to be placed with the heirlooms and furniture 

aforesaid: 

NOW, THEREFORE, the undersigned Selectman of the Town of 

Morris, by virtue of the power and authority vested in them, do 

hereby, on this 16th day of June, 1934, agree to accept the gift of 

said Aline Brothier Morris Fund and said Robert Clark Morris, 

and agree to maintain such extension building in good condition at 

all times, and do declare as a trust in perpetuity for the benefit of the 

present and future generations of the people of the Town that such 

heirlooms and furniture shall always be held in the rooms exclusively 

provided for them, which rooms shall be known as the “James Morris 

Museum,” and the “Aline Brothier Morris Reading Room,” 

respectively, and that they shall be by the Town of Morris protected, 

cared for and preserved for all time. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Declaration of Trust 

and Agreement is duly executed by the undersigned on behalf of the 

Town of Morris, acting in their respective official capacities, and is 

approved and accepted by said Aline Brothier Morris Fund and said 

Robert Clark Morris, and recorded and made a part of the Town 

records this 16th day of June, 1934. 

Selectman of Morris: 

HOWARD J. STODDARD 

PETER J. BILLER 

DWIGHT H. EMMONS 
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The foregoing Declaration of Trust and Agreement is hereby 

approved and accepted by the undersigned this 16th day of June, 

1934. 

ALINE BROTHIER MORRIS FUND 

BY ROBERT C. MORRIS 

ROGER H. ANDERSON 

ALICE L. D. MOORE 

as Trustees. 

ROBERT C. MORRIS 

Individually. 

The construction work was promptly started, on July 

24, the anniversary of Aline Brothier Morris, the 

cornerstone was laid. Within this cornerstone is a metal 

box containing an original signed copy of the 

Declaration of Trust. 

The building was completed and on January 19, 

1935, the anniversary of the birth of James Morris, it 

was dedicated. 




